
Representation Behind Closed Doors: The Effect of
Electing Women Mayors on Domestic Violence *

Maya Dalton† Giancarlo Visconti‡

December 11, 2024

Abstract

Extensive research has shown that electing women can positively impact the delivery of
various public goods, such as health and education. However, little is known about the influ-
ence of electing women mayors on private or household issues with significant social implica-
tions, such as domestic violence. Using administrative data from Chile, we analyze whether
electing women mayors affects reports of domestic violence against women. Employing a
difference-in-differences design, we find an increase in reports made by women in domestic
violence situations approximately four years after the election of a woman mayor. Notably,
we find no effect on domestic violence cases directly identified by the police (rather than re-
ported by citizens), suggesting that the observed increase reflects a rise in reporting rather than
in actual cases. We explore potential mechanisms and provide suggestive evidence related to
substantive representation, such as women mayors implementing programs that facilitate the
reporting of violence.
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1 Introduction

In recent decades, women’s representation in government has steadily increased, encouraging

scholars to investigate the specific effects and outcomes of electing women leaders on political

behavior and policy initiatives. According to the United Nations, women occupy 26.5% of seats

in national parliaments globally, marking an 11% rise since 1997 (United Nations, 2023). With

women holding a significant—albeit insufficient—share of political offices worldwide, multiple

studies have found a positive effect of electing women representatives at the national and sub-

national levels on various political outcomes (Wängnerud, 2009). This research agenda has focused

primarily on effects related to publicly observed issues, such as allocated budgets for women’s and

children’s healthcare, education, women’s political involvement, and violence targeting underrep-

resented groups (Vega and Firestone, 1995; Bratton and Ray, 2002; Taylor-Robinson and Heath,

2003; Funk and Philips, 2019; Wen, 2021).

However, women politicians may also influence women’s representation in private or house-

hold issues, where women are disproportionately affected, such as acts of domestic violence or

inequitable divisions of labor. Many examples exist of policies or programs to prevent violence

against women that were promoted by women politicians.1 Moreover, studies highlight women

activists and representatives prioritizing such programs (Mackay, 2010; Hearn et al., 2016). De-

spite these efforts, there is a lack of evidence about the effects of such policies, leaving domestic

violence understudied due to its private nature.

Domestic violence is private in the sense that it occurs in domestic settings, such as marriages

or cohabitation, but it is a social problem with public consequences. Domestic violence can be

physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or psychological, meaning women are disadvantaged both

1For example, Bulgarian MP Nadezhda Yordanova proposed changes to legislation on domestic

violence protection following an extreme case of intimate partner violence (Free Europe, 2023).

In the US, North Carolina State Senator Lisa Barnes sponsored a bill to extend the statute of

limitations for misdemeanor domestic violence cases from two years to 10 years (WUNC, 2023).
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publicly and privately. Survivors not only face difficulties behind closed doors—such as fear for

their safety or limitations on daily functioning—but are also constrained in their public lives. For

instance, a violent partner may restrict their victim’s public activities, such as voting, participating

in community groups, or engaging in work, forcing survivors to submit to damaging demands to

protect themselves or their dependents.

In this paper, we investigate the effect of electing women mayors on domestic violence at

the municipal level. In many countries in the Global South, municipalities play a crucial role

in connecting with people and providing essential public goods and services (Escobar-Lemmon

and Funk, 2017). Thus, local governments prioritizing women’s issues can yield multiple posi-

tive outcomes for women living in these areas (Meier and Nicholson-Crotty, 2006; Bhalotra and

Clots-Figueras, 2014; Courtemanche and Green, 2017). We argue that the relationship between

electing women mayors and domestic violence operates through two main mechanisms. First,

women’s descriptive representation (i.e., increased representation of women in government) can

destigmatize reporting domestic violence, encouraging survivors to feel more comfortable report-

ing such incidents due to the presence of prominent women figures in local government. Second,

women’s substantive representation (i.e., prioritization of women’s issues and policies) may lead to

increased public security spending, improved public infrastructure, and additional youth programs

initiated by women mayors, providing accessible resources for reporting.

Using administrative data from Chile, we analyze whether electing women mayors impacts

domestic violence at the municipal level. However, uncovering the causal effects of this relation-

ship presents challenges. First, since the election of women mayors is not randomized, unobserved

characteristics of municipalities with male and female mayors may influence reports and rates of

domestic violence. To draw causal inferences, we employ a dynamic difference-in-differences

(DiD) design. This approach aggregates effects over the length of exposure (i.e., years under a

woman mayor), facilitating the interpretation of results in contexts with multiple exposure periods

(Callaway and Sant’Anna, 2020). Second, changes in reports of domestic violence can have two

explanations: increased incidents of violence or increased reporting. To address this, we use de-
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tailed administrative data to distinguish whether higher rates of domestic violence stem from more

cases or more reports.

We find that reports of domestic violence against women increased by 0.22 standard deviations

after electing a woman mayor. This increase is observed in citizen-initiated reports, with no corre-

sponding effect on cases of domestic violence identified by police (e.g., during public patrols). As

we explain and show later, police capacity is independent of the mayor. Therefore, these findings

suggest that women are reporting more but that the actual incidence of domestic violence is not

increasing. Furthermore, we explore potential mechanisms driving these effects using administra-

tive and survey data. Our evidence supports the substantive representation mechanism but finds no

evidence for descriptive representation.

This paper contributes to the growing gender politics literature by addressing private issues

that disproportionately affect women, enabling future research to combat domestic violence, and

encouraging a broader discussion of hidden yet significant challenges in women’s lives. While

substantial literature highlights the positive effects of women’s representation on political behavior

and policies addressing women’s issues2, we know much less about how women politicians can

shape women’s personal and family lives. Similarly, private issues disproportionately affecting

women are underrepresented in the literature, often due to challenges in measurement and data

availability. Using administrative data that captures these private issues highlights the importance

of measuring such phenomena in a broader global context.

2For examples, see Alberti, Diaz-Rioseco and Visconti (2022); Atkeson (2003); Atkeson and

Carrillo (2007); Banducci, Donovan and Karp (2004); Barnes and Burchard (2013); Bobadilla and

Lind (2019); Esarey and Schwindt-Bayer (2019); Gay (2002); Kao et al. (2022); Kittilson and

Schwindt-Bayer (2012); Reingold and Harrell (2010); Tripp (2023); Ulbig (2007).
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2 Theoretical Framework

2.1 Understanding Gender-Based Violence

On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the

United States. Over the course of a year, this equates to more than 10 million women and men

(NCADV, 2023). In Chile, one in four women who have been in a relationship report experiencing

some form of partner violence in the past 12 months – whether psychological, physical, sexual,

or economic (Saavedra, Contreras Urbina and Inchauste, 2022). More recently, the COVID-19

pandemic has dramatically increased rates of domestic violence worldwide, as lockdown measures

gave abusers greater freedom to act without being reported. For instance, domestic abuse rates

increased by 5% in Australia, tripled in China, and rose by 20–30% in the United States (Mittal

and Singh, 2020). In Chile, research has found that lockdown measures led to an increase in

domestic violence helpline calls and shelter occupancy, even though police reports of domestic

violence did not rise (Bhalotra et al., 2024).

Studies have shown that low-income, minority ethnic, and racialized women are among the

most disadvantaged and vulnerable to interpersonal violence, as they are often subjected to violent

social structures (Hearn et al., 2016). Increasingly, the intersections of gender with other forms

of inequality—such as age, disability, and education—are crucial to consider when examining in-

stances of gender-based violence. Additionally, external circumstances within communities can

exacerbate gender-based violence, such as elections, armed conflict, and economic crises (Agbal-

ajobi, 2016; Kishi, 2021; Lindsey, 2022). In the context of armed conflict, for example, domestic

violence is often punished less severely than other forms of violence, such as rape (Lindsey, 2022).

Moreover, survivors of such violent acts frequently face societal stigmatization and repercussions

rather than receiving support (Koos and Lindsey, 2022). Women and their families may lose trust

in the government and security forces, such as police officers. This stigmatization, combined with a

lack of resources, significantly impacts women’s physical, emotional, financial, and even political
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lives.

Resources to assist survivors in these contexts are vital. Such support can be facilitated through

better representation in government (whether by electing women or candidates who prioritize these

issues) or through targeted policy interventions. We theorize that the election of women mayors can

influence domestic violence through two key mechanisms: (1) an increase in women’s descriptive

representation, which could enhance survivors’ willingness to report domestic violence, and (2) an

increase in women’s substantive representation, whereby women mayors prioritize public security

efforts related to women’s issues, thereby creating additional avenues and resources for survivors.

Descriptive representation refers to the similarities between representatives and the electorate, such

as having more women in leadership positions. Substantive representation, by contrast, refers to

legislators prioritizing the policy concerns of their constituents, such as women leaders addressing

women’s issues through public policy (Pitkin, 1972).

2.2 Descriptive Representation

Why would we expect an increase in the number of women mayors to influence domestic vi-

olence reports? Despite the complexity between women’s share of seats in legislatures and their

performance, a substantial body of literature uncovers the strong effects of women’s representation

on various political phenomena (Reingold and Harrell, 2010; Atkeson, 2003; Barnes and Burchard,

2013; O’Brien and Piscopo, 2019; Piscopo and Och, 2021). Regarding descriptive representa-

tion, we argue that an increase in women’s representation in government can positively impact

women survivors and their willingness to report domestic violence. When women hold political

offices, their backgrounds are brought into the public sphere, reflecting shared experiences and

showing visible manifestations of struggles similar to those faced by other women in the commu-

nity (Young, 2002; Childs, 2006; Schwindt-Bayer and Reyes-Housholder, 2017). A good example

comes from women’s police stations, where local policies addressing violence against women have
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increased trust and legitimacy in institutions (Córdova and Kras, 2020).3 A broad range of litera-

ture has explored the concept of shared experiences between representatives and voters. Findings

consistently demonstrate that the descriptive representation of marginalized communities in gov-

ernment leads to increased political participation and trust in government institutions (Gay, 2002;

Zingher and Farrer, 2016; Schwindt-Bayer and Reyes-Housholder, 2017; Sances and You, 2017;

Funk, Silva and Escobar-Lemmon, 2019; Kao et al., 2022).

A similar desire for descriptive representation emerges when examining other minority groups,

such as religious sects or marginalized ethnic communities. A history of dominance and subor-

dination—such as between men and women—can lead to neglect and biased policies from the

dominant group, as well as distrust from the subordinate group (Mansbridge, 1999). If a member

of the subordinate group (in this case, a woman mayor) is elected to a position of power, individuals

sharing similar experiences may engage in better communication and exhibit a higher willingness

to report domestic violence. Representatives and their constituents can leverage this shared foun-

dation of discrimination to foster stronger communication and build more robust bonds of trust

(Mansbridge, 1999; Dovi, 2002; Córdova and Kras, 2020).

Based on previous literature on shared experiences and descriptive representation (Mansbridge,

1999; Gay, 2002; Young, 2002; Dovi, 2002; Childs, 2006; Kao et al., 2022), we expect that electing

women mayors will increase survivors’ willingness to report domestic violence by instilling greater

trust in the government.

3 As another example, Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs Penny Wong was the first woman

to serve as Leader of the Government and later Leader of the Opposition in the Senate. She is also

the first openly gay woman in government and has spoken candidly about her Chinese heritage.

In a speech last year, she reflected on her family’s experiences with British colonialism, stating,

“such stories can sometimes feel uncomfortable—for those whose stories they are, and for those

who hear them" (Australian Institute of Int’l Affairs, 2023).
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2.3 Substantive Representation

A wide body of literature has examined the causes and effects of substantive representation.

For example, studies have analyzed policies in the United States that disproportionately affect

marginalized communities of voters (e.g., women, African Americans, Asian Americans, first-

generation immigrants) and how electing individuals from these communities reduces biased pol-

icy outcomes (Sances and You, 2017; Zingher and Farrer, 2016; Gay, 2002; Kao et al., 2022).

Furthermore, there is a consensus in the literature that when more women hold positions of power,

women’s issues are prioritized in legislatures, such as state abortion policies, children’s issues, and

maternal health (Bratton and Ray, 2002; Taylor-Robinson and Heath, 2003; Chattopadhyay and

Duflo, 2004; Schwindt-Bayer, 2006; Childs, 2006; Wängnerud, 2009; Piscopo, 2014; Funk and

Philips, 2019; Jiang and Zhou, 2022).4

When an individual is affected by domestic violence, they may not have fully articulated their

own needs due to the complex environment in which they live (e.g., prioritizing the safety of

children in the household, facing financial barriers to leaving or adhering to religious beliefs against

separation from a spouse). In such cases, elected public officials can play a vital role by providing

resources that survivors may not realize they need to ensure their safety. This challenge is even

more pronounced in the Global South, where women may hold public office but face significant

disparities in rights and resources.

While national resources like the US National Domestic Violence Hotline or South Africa’s

“Stop Gender Violence Hotline" exist, many countries lack overarching resources for reporting,

and local communities often have limited access to such services. Local-level officials can fill this

4An illustrative example comes from the German government, where Foreign Minister An-

nalena Baerbock and Development Minister Svenja Schulze co-authored a feminist foreign policy.

This policy allocates 12 billion euros (12.8 billion) in German development funds to projects ad-

dressing gender inequality, including the appointment of an ambassador for feminist foreign policy

(Deutsche Welle, 2023).
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gap by creating accessible resources for survivors, such as hotlines and safe houses, implementing

educational programs for youth, and promoting bystander intervention practices within the com-

munity. Research has shown that community-wide educational programs, such as radio broadcasts

or video demonstrations, can effectively reduce violence against women and increase support for

gender equality (Arias, 2019; Green, Wilke and Cooper, 2020). For instance, women politicians

in Mexico have been shown to significantly reduce homicide rates among women, with evidence

suggesting this effect is due to their prioritization of budgetary plans aimed at combating violence

against women (Alcocer, Skillmana and Torres-Beltran, 2022). Moreover, studies indicate that

such programs lead to increased willingness to report incidents to authorities and a reduction in

the number of women experiencing violence in the months following their implementation (Green,

Wilke and Cooper, 2020).

Based on this evidence, we expect that electing women mayors will influence reports of domes-

tic violence by empowering survivors to articulate their best interests and by providing avenues for

reporting and supportive policy efforts. In conjunction with this theoretical framework for under-

standing domestic violence, we propose the following hypothesis: The election of women mayors

will increase reports (but not cases) of domestic violence against women. As a reminder, cases

found by the police can serve as a benchmark. Consequently, an increase in reports may indicate

that women are more willing to contact the police, rather than an actual increase in violence against

women when a woman mayor is elected.

Regarding mechanisms, fluctuations in domestic violence reports can be driven by both de-

scriptive and substantive representation of women in local offices. Descriptive representation (i.e.,

electing more women mayors) is expected to foster trust in government through shared experiences,

thereby increasing survivors’ willingness to report. Substantive representation (i.e., enacting poli-

cies addressing women’s issues), on the other hand, is expected to expand the avenues through

which domestic violence can be reported safely.
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3 The Case of Chile

In the year 2006, Chile elected a woman as president for the first time. This follows a change in

electoral rules for municipal elections in 2002, which has been found to have gendered effects (Hi-

nojosa and Franceschet, 2012a). Since then, the country has experienced various improvements in

terms of women’s representation (Reyes-Housholder and Roque, 2019). The best example was the

2020 election for the Constitutional Assembly, which implemented a gender quota law to ensure

an equal distribution between women and men members (Suarez-Cao, 2021; Piscopo et al., 2023).

Even though Chile has exhibited this clear improvement in terms of women’s representation in na-

tional politics, this has been less clear at the local level, such as in mayoral posts (Holman, 2017;

Alberti, Diaz-Rioseco and Visconti, 2022). This problem is not unique to this country; women

are usually underrepresented in local executives across the entire Latin American region (Escobar-

Lemmon and Funk, 2018). The main factor explaining women’s under-representation at the local

level relies on the processes of candidate nominations, which are usually controlled by men, and

they are usually less attentive to narrowing the gender gap (Hinojosa and Franceschet, 2012b).

Despite the lack of representation of women at the local level, women who hold political of-

fices have been vocal in combating gender-based violence in Chile (Franceschet, 2010). In terms

of descriptive representation, Mayor Emilia Ríos of Ñuñoa has spoken publicly against acts of

domestic violence carried out by a well-known sociologist in the community. She assured that

"gender violence is unacceptable no matter who perpetrates it" (La Tercera, 2023). In terms of

substantive representation, Mayor Claudia Pizarro of La Pintana has led a campaign against do-

mestic violence. Part of this campaign includes the “Woman Alert" program, which delivers GPS

devices with a panic button to the users. If threatened, the person can press the button, allowing

responders to find the person’s location and direct them to the La Pintana Community Protec-

tion Network, Carabineros de Chile, and the South Metropolitan Prosecutor’s Office (Con Todos

La Pintana, 2023). Similarly, Mayor Carolina Leitao of Peñalolén has worked closely with the

implementation and overview of “SOS Women Program" which collects locations from a panic
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button that recovers the user’s location and connects them with an operator for support in real-time

(Acuña, 2021).

Even with these recorded instances of descriptive and substantive representation of women

leaders related to domestic violence, a lack of data to observe the effects of such programs leaves

domestic violence understudied.

4 Research Design

To uncover the effect of electing a woman mayor on domestic violence, we must address two

main methodological challenges. Firstly, women mayors are not randomly assigned. Municipali-

ties that elect women as heads of local government may differ from those that do not in numerous

ways. A common approach is to adjust for observed characteristics, which can mitigate some of the

associated biases. However, unobserved variables may still influence the results after adjustments,

potentially biasing any conclusions. To address this issue, we employ a difference-in-differences

(DiD) strategy, which allows us to draw causal inferences under the key identification assumption

of parallel trends. This assumption posits that both the treatment and control groups would follow

a similar trajectory in the absence of the treatment. As a robustness check, we also use a regression

discontinuity design (RDD) in closely contested electoral races to estimate the effect of electing a

woman mayor.5

Given the presence of multiple treatment periods (i.e., municipalities electing women may-

ors at different times), we use a dynamic or event-study DiD approach (Callaway and Sant’Anna,

2020). This design aggregates effects over the length of treatment exposure, facilitating the inter-

pretation of results. To identify treated and control municipalities, we collected electoral data from

Chile, covering results from four local elections from 2005 to 2020. Candidates’ self-reported

gender enables us to determine whether a mayor is a woman. Importantly, a dynamic DiD ap-

proach requires staggered treatment, meaning that once a unit is treated, it remains treated. In

5See Appendix D for this analysis.
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cases where municipalities elected a male mayor after previously electing a woman, we remove

those municipality-years from the analysis to maintain the staggered design (though the entire

municipality is not excluded). Additionally, municipalities that have continuously had a woman

mayor since 2004 are excluded from the analysis because they lack pretreatment information.

Figure 1 summarizes the treatment across units and time. Each row represents a municipality;

red spaces indicate a woman mayor, while blue spaces indicate a man mayor. Importantly, we

exclude (i) municipality-years where a man was elected after a woman (i.e., not a staggered treat-

ment) and (ii) municipalities that elected a woman mayor in the first year of the dataset (i.e., always

treated). This figure shows the final structure of the staggered treatment used to implement the dy-

namic difference-in-differences approach, where 304 municipality-years have a woman serving as

mayor and 4,425 municipality-years have a man serving as mayor.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Year

M
u
n
ic
ip
a
lit
ie
s

Figure 1: Women mayors across municipalities and years. Red indicates municipalities with

women mayors, blue indicates municipalities with men mayors, and white indicates cases where a

man was elected after a woman.
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Figure 2 provides a map of Chile, highlighting municipalities that have had a woman mayor

in red and those that have never had a woman mayor in blue,6 illustrating that women mayors are

distributed across the entire country.

Never had a woman mayor
Have had a woman mayor

Figure 2: Map of Chile depicting municipalities. In red: municipalities that had a woman mayor
at any time between 2005 and 2020; in blue: municipalities that never had a woman mayor from
2005 to 2020.

The regression equation approximating the Callaway and Sant’Anna (2021) method for a dy-
6 Using data from 2005 to 2020.
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namic DiD model with group-time-specific treatment effects is the following:

Yit = αi + γt +
11

∑
k=−11

βk ·1(k = t −g)+Xitθ + εit

Where Yit is the outcome of interest (e.g., violence against women in standard deviation units)

for unit i at time t. αi represents unit fixed effects (to control for time-invariant differences between

units). γt represents time-fixed effects (to account for common shocks across units in each time

period). k is the time to or since a municipality was first treated with a woman mayor, and g is the

first year of having a woman mayor. βk represents the treatment effect at event time k, allowing for

dynamic treatment effects. Xit is an index of local development measured before 2004 when we

began collecting outcome data. εit is the error term.

A key methodological issue to address involves the measurement of domestic violence. An

increase in domestic violence can have two distinct interpretations. On the one hand, the number

of offenses may have increased, indicating that more acts of domestic violence are occurring in a

given municipality-year. On the other hand, the number of reports may have increased without a

corresponding rise in offenses; in this case, there may actually be fewer acts of domestic violence,

but survivors are more willing to report the crime. As a result, it is challenging to determine

whether an increase reflects higher reporting rates or a genuine rise in the frequency of domestic

violence.

To address this issue, we leverage detailed administrative data from Chile, where domestic

violence offenses are classified into two categories: (1) those reported to the police by the survivor

or a witness, and (2) those directly identified by the police. An example of a citizen-reported case is

a woman calling the police and asking for food (used as a code for domestic violence) (La Cuarta,

2022). An example of a police-identified case is a national police round resulting in 14 detentions

for domestic violence (Cooperativa, 2023). These two indicators enable us to determine whether

an increase in domestic violence stems from changes in the willingness or opportunity to report or

an actual rise in the number of offenses.

Importantly, police data serve as a particularly useful benchmark or placebo test since Chile’s
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police force is autonomous from both central and local governments, and there are no local or

state police (Alberti, Díaz-Rioseco and Visconti, 2023). Consequently, mayors do not have the

capacity to instruct police to focus more attention on specific types of crime, such as domestic

violence. To further ensure that women mayors are not indirectly improving policing capacity

in their municipalities, we demonstrate in Appendix B that they do not increase the number of

security cameras or security booths when compared with their men counterparts.

To summarize, the structure of our dataset is as follows: the unit of analysis is the municipality-

year. For each observation, we identify its treatment status (woman mayor or not) and the length

of the treatment (number of years with a woman mayor). The outcomes are domestic violence

against women reported by citizens and domestic violence against women identified by the police

(both standardized in standard deviation units).7 We also include a list of relevant pre-treatment

characteristics.

5 Results: Difference-in-Differences

As a reminder, a dynamic difference-in-differences approach aggregates the effects based on

the length of exposure and provides the average treatment effects for having a woman mayor during

the first, second, and third, up to the eleventh year consecutively. Some municipalities are never

exposed to the treatment (i.e., they never elected a woman mayor), allowing us to construct a

control group to compare with those municipalities that elected women at different times.

Figure 3 presents the main results of electing a woman mayor on domestic violence rates

against women: (i) cases reported by citizens and (ii) cases directly identified by the police. The

grey markers represent the pre-exposure analysis—that is, a comparison between never treated8

and eventually treated9 municipalities. The absence of significant effects during this period sup-

7The original outcomes are expressed as the number of domestic violence cases against women

per 100,000 people. These variables were standardized for easier interpretation.

8Municipalities that did not have a woman mayor between 2005 and 2020.

9Municipalities that will have a woman mayor, using data from before that event.
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ports the parallel trends assumption. The black markers indicate the post-exposure analysis, re-

flecting the effects of electing a woman mayor based on the length of exposure.

The results for both outcomes are not significant before first exposure (pre-treatment trends),

providing further evidence for the parallel trends assumption (i.e., both groups followed the same

trajectory during the pre-treatment period).

Average of post-treatment coefficients: 
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-2

-1

0

1

2

-11 -10 -9 -8 -7 -6 -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Years since a woman mayor was elected

D
iD

 E
s
ti
m

a
te

 (
in

 s
ta

n
d

a
rd

 d
e

v
ia

ti
o

n
 u

n
it
s
)

a Reported by citizens
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b Found by the police

Figure 3: Average effect of having a woman mayor on violence against women by length of ex-
posure. A length of exposure of -1 refers to the period before the first exposure, 0 to the first
exposure, and 1 to the second exposure. The overall treatment effect is reported with coefficients,
bootstrapped standard errors in parentheses, and (*) denoting p-values lower than 0.1. N = 4,729
(municipality-year observations).

When examining domestic violence reported by citizens (Figure 3a), the average of the post-

treatment coefficients indicates that a woman mayor has a positive effect on reports. On average,

women mayors increase the number of domestic violence reports by 0.222 standard deviation units

(95% confidence interval: [0.012, 0.443]). When disaggregating the results by length of exposure,

Figure 3a shows a statistically significant effect four years after the first exposure (95% confidence

interval: [0.052, 0.658]). This impact diminishes over time, vanishing after ten years when the

point estimate approaches zero (95% confidence interval: [-0.605, 0.652]).

For domestic violence cases found by the police (Figure 3b), the average of the post-treatment
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coefficients provides no evidence that women mayors influence the number of cases directly iden-

tified by the police. The results show a non-significant increase of 0.061 standard deviation units

in the number of found crimes. When disaggregating the results by length of exposure, Figure 3b

indicates no instance in which the election of women mayors affects this particular outcome.

In summary, our findings suggest that women mayors influence citizens’ willingness to report

domestic violence but not the actual number of crimes identified by the police. We interpret this

as an effect on the willingness to report rather than on the occurrence of crimes. However, these

effects disappear after a decade, a finding we explore further in the discussion.

6 Causal Mechanisms

6.1 Survey Evidence

To better examine the two causal mechanisms through which electing women mayors can affect

domestic violence, we use four LAPOP surveys conducted in Chile in 2008, 2010, 2012, and 2014.

We focus on two questions: the first addresses descriptive representation by asking, “To what

extent do you trust your municipal government?" The second targets substantive representation by

asking respondents to “Evaluate the quality of the services provided by the municipality." Using

these outcomes, we implement a dynamic DiD approach with the same treatment structure as

before. Since the unit of analysis is municipality-year, we aggregate the survey outcomes at the

municipality-year level by calculating the average response for each survey.10 Additionally, we

focus only on responses from women, as we aim to measure perceptions within this subgroup. The

outcomes are expressed in standard deviation units to facilitate interpretation.

Figure 4 illustrates the results of electing a woman mayor on trust in local government (Figure

10 Obtaining the average outcome at the municipality level is known as disaggregation (e.g.,

Erikson, Wright and McIver (1993)). See Severino and Visconti (2023) for an example of this

approach to construct the outcome variable in a dynamic difference-in-differences setting.
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4a) and the quality of services provided by the municipality, as perceived by women respondents

(Figure 4b). These results suggest that the quality of services provided by the municipality in-

creases approximately three years after first electing a woman mayor, with an effect size of 0.533

standard deviation units (95% confidence interval: [0.054, 1.012]).

This finding suggests that women mayors are more likely to prioritize policies addressing

women’s issues, thereby increasing the availability of safe avenues for reporting domestic vio-

lence. However, the effects of electing a woman mayor on trust in government are not statistically

significant. This suggests that electing a woman mayor does not enhance women’s willingness to

report domestic violence through the mechanism of descriptive representation.
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Figure 4: Average effect of having a woman mayor on LAPOP Survey Questions. A length of ex-
posure of -1 refers to the period before the first exposure, 0 to the first exposure, and 1 to the second
exposure. The overall treatment effect is reported with coefficients, bootstrapped standard errors in
parentheses, and (*) denoting p-values lower than 0.1. N = 278 (municipality-year observations).

Interestingly, when examining substantive representation, a similar diminishing effect over

time is observed, as seen in Figure 3a. This provides further evidence that the increase in reports

of domestic violence against women can be attributed to substantive representation.

Regarding the limitations of this analysis, future research could explore alternative measures

of descriptive representation (e.g., feelings of representation) and substantive representation (e.g.,

18



evaluation of policy initiatives). Nonetheless, our findings provide suggestive evidence supporting

the causal mechanism of substantive representation. When women mayors are elected, they im-

prove the quality of government services—potentially including domestic violence resources—which

enables more women to report cases.

6.2 Security Plans

To analyze substantive representation, we collected 115 security plans from Chilean munici-

palities spanning 2011 to 2024.11 Security plans are documents provided by municipalities sum-

marizing their main goals and strategies regarding public security. We explain in Appendix A how

security plans were processed.

In both stages, we extracted the number of times the following keywords appeared in each doc-

ument: woman/women (mujer/es), gender (género), domestic violence (violencia intrafamiliar),

violencia doméstica, gender violence (violencia de género), femicide/s (femicidios).12 The final

data frame includes each municipality’s name, the year of the security plan, the number of pages,

and a count of occurrences for each keyword in the document. We also included the gender of the

mayor for the corresponding municipality and year.

The primary outcome of this analysis is the total number of keywords mentioned in each se-

curity document. As a robustness check, we divided the total number of mentions by the number

of pages in the security plan document, creating a weighted version of the outcome. To evaluate

whether having a woman mayor correlates with the frequency of these keyword mentions, we used

a linear probability model with region-fixed effects, specified as follows:

Yi = β0 +β1WomenMayori +X′
iβ2 + γr + εi

11See Appendix A.1 for the list of municipalities and years of security plans.

12 We also use variations of these keywords. See Appendix A.1 for the counts of each keyword

across all documents.
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Where Yi is the outcome variable for unit i, WomenMayori is the binary indicator for whether

the mayor is a woman (1 if woman, 0 otherwise), Xi is a matrix of relevant pre-treatment charac-

teristics (i.e., local development indicators, population, and vote share), γr represents region fixed

effects, and εi is the error term. The coefficient of interest is β1.

Mentions Mentions per page

Mayor Gender 29.06∗∗ 0.64∗∗

14.25 0.30

Controls Yes Yes
Region Fixed Effects Yes Yes

Table 1: Regression Results. Note: ∗p < 0.1, ∗∗p < 0.05, ∗∗∗p < 0.01.

These results show that women mayors use 29 more keywords related to violence against

women and gender issues than male mayors or 0.6 more keywords per page. These findings support

our previous results, indicating that electing women mayors leads to an improvement in substan-

tive representation. When women mayors are elected, they prioritize and commit to more policy

initiatives addressing gender issues and violence against women than their male counterparts.

6.3 Community and Health Outcomes

To further evaluate the substantive representation of women mayors in Chile, we analyze the

effect of electing a woman mayor on spending directed toward community organizations and health

coverage. Community organizations are those that may provide additional resources for women

to report instances of domestic violence and are funded by the government. For instance, women

mayors might prioritize funding for community groups for mothers, which can serve as alternative

reporting mechanisms for women in domestic violence situations, outside of traditional police

channels.

Health coverage spending may indicate that women mayors prioritize women’s health more

broadly, offering another avenue for reporting domestic violence (e.g., during confidential doctor

visits). However, the challenge with health spending lies in the inability to specifically identify the
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direct benefits of the funding, as it is often reported as a lump sum in budget legislation. While it is

plausible that an increase in health coverage spending under a woman mayor is directly benefiting

women, this assumption is strong and may not always hold true.

We present evidence to examine these two potential mechanisms in Figures 5 and 6. First,

for community organizations, we use spending on community organizations and the number of

community organizations as outcome variables. Our findings show a positive and significant effect

of electing women mayors on both, with a trajectory similar to the trends reported in the main

findings.
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Figure 5: Average effect of having a woman mayor on reports of alternative offenses. A length of
exposure of -1 refers to the period before the first exposure, 0 to the first exposure, and 1 to the
second exposure. The overall treatment effect is reported with coefficients, bootstrapped standard
errors in parentheses, and (*) denoting p-values lower than 0.1. N = 4,729 (municipality-year
observations).

Second, with respect to health improvements, we use health spending and health coverage as

outcome variables. The results provide no evidence that women mayors increase health spending

or health coverage, suggesting a lack of clear support for health-based mechanisms.
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Average of post-treatment coefficients: 
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Figure 6: Average effect of having a woman mayor on reports of alternative offenses. A length of
exposure of -1 refers to the period before the first exposure, 0 to the first exposure, and 1 to the
second exposure. The overall treatment effect is reported with coefficients, bootstrapped standard
errors in parentheses, and (*) denoting p-values lower than 0.1. N = 4,729 (municipality-year
observations).

In summary, we conduct these additional analyses to support our theorized causal mechanisms,

where electing a woman mayor influences domestic violence through substantive and descriptive

representation. Each analysis provides suggestive evidence to support the substantive representa-

tion mechanism, showing that women mayors prioritize more policy initiatives targeting gender is-

sues and violence against women. Using survey data from Chile in Section 6.1, we find that women

mayors improve the quality of municipal services following their election. In Section 6.2, we an-

alyze security reports from Chilean municipalities and find that women mayors prioritize gender

and anti-violence policy initiatives. Finally, in Section 6.3, we show that women mayors increase

both spending on community organizations and the number of community organizations. These

additional analyses provide suggestive evidence supporting the conclusion that electing women

mayors impacts reports of domestic violence by assisting survivors and creating avenues for re-

porting through beneficial policy efforts. We believe this is suggestive in the sense that indirectly

captures different dimensions of substantive representation, as a result, further studies are needed

to shed more light on the mechanisms at play.
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We complement these findings with further results in the supplementary appendix. In Appendix

B, we evaluate alternative explanations, such as the possibility that women mayors are simply more

effective leaders, which could lead to improved reporting mechanisms and encourage complaints

across a broader range of offenses affecting quality of life. We also examine whether women

mayors improve the security performance of their municipality, thereby indirectly influencing our

benchmark outcome (cases found by the police). We find no evidence to support either of these

alternative explanations.

In Appendix C, we also explore why the main effects diminish over time and provide suggestive

evidence that policies facilitating reporting may not fundamentally alter the structural dynamics

of violence against women. However, we acknowledge that further research is needed to fully

understand this trend. Finally, in Appendix D, we use a regression discontinuity design (RDD) in

close electoral races as a robustness check, finding similar results, and further strengthening our

conclusions.

7 Conclusion

Previous research has provided convincing evidence that women in office behave differently

from men, particularly at the national level. However, outcomes at the local level remain under-

studied. The administrative data from Chile utilized in this study allows us to closely examine

whether electing women mayors impacts reports of domestic violence against women. While most

studies investigate overall rates of violence against women, they often fail to focus on specific in-

stances of crime (e.g., domestic violence) or the actual reports made by civilians. Consequently,

the effect of electing women mayors on domestic violence reports has been largely overlooked.

Using a dynamic difference-in-differences design, we find that women mayors positively influ-

ence domestic violence reporting. Specifically, there is a sharp and significant increase in reports

around the fourth and fifth years of having a woman mayor. Furthermore, we find no evidence

that electing a woman mayor affects acts of domestic violence against women identified by the
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police. This aligns with existing research showing that police arrests based on domestic violence

calls can reduce repeat offenses in certain cases (Amaral et al., 2023). These findings suggest

that reports from survivors increase, but the actual crime rates remain unchanged. This observed

pattern may be explained by theoretical frameworks addressing the effects of women’s descriptive

and substantive representation on their constituents.

Electing a woman mayor may influence domestic violence reports through two key mecha-

nisms. First, via descriptive representation, women mayors alleviate mistrust in government among

survivors while projecting their shared feminine experiences publicly. This form of representation

can increase a survivor’s willingness to report domestic violence. Second, through substantive

representation, women leaders often prioritize public policies addressing women’s issues. These

policies can include public security measures such as domestic violence hotlines, safehouses, and

educational programming (e.g., media campaigns or community-wide initiatives). In the context

of domestic violence, women mayors articulate survivors’ interests on their behalf, creating acces-

sible resources and avenues for reporting. Our additional analyses provide evidence supporting the

influence of substantive representation, measured through improvements in the quality of services

provided by the government.

The findings of this study have implications beyond Chile, suggesting that the gender of elected

officials can significantly affect citizens’ well-being in other contexts as well. Future research

could explore whether descriptive or substantive representation more strongly drives the observed

increase in domestic violence reports. Similarly, scholars could investigate why this effect appears

to diminish after a certain period post-treatment. Incorporating the effects of women mayors on vi-

olence against women in the Global South will contribute to a more comprehensive understanding

of the causes and consequences of increasing women’s representation in government.

24



References

Acuña, Pablo. 2021. “Mayor of Peñalolén and Metropolitan Governor review program that

prevents Domestic Violence – Metropolitan Regional Government of Santiago.”.

URL: https://www.gobiernosantiago.cl/alcaldesa-de-penalolen-y-gobernador-metropolitano-

revisan-programa-que-previene-la-violencia-intrafamiliar/

Agbalajobi, Damilola Taiye. 2016. “Electoral violence and women’s participation in electoral

processes: challenges and prospects for future elections in Nigeria.” Unilag Sociological Review

(USR) XII:73–94.

Alberti, Carla, Diego Diaz-Rioseco and Giancarlo Visconti. 2022. “Gendered bureaucracies:

Women mayors and the size and composition of local governments.” Governance 35(3):757–

776.

URL: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/gove.12591

Alberti, Carla, Diego Díaz-Rioseco and Giancarlo Visconti. 2023. “Can political alignment reduce

crime? Evidence from Chile.” Political science research and methods 11(2):223–236.

Alcocer, Marco, Rachel Skillmana and Angie Torres-Beltran. 2022. “Women politicians reduce

violence against women: Evidence from Mexico.”.

URL: https://www.marco-alcocer.com/papers/WomenPoliticiansandV AW.pd f

Amaral, Sofia, Gordon B. Dahl, Victoria Endl-Geyer, Timo Hener and Helmut Rainer. 2023. “De-

terrence or Backlash? Arrests and the Dynamics of Domestic Violence.”.

URL: https://www.nber.org/papers/w30855

Arias, Eric. 2019. “How Does Media Influence Social Norms? Experimental Evidence on the Role

of Common Knowledge.” Political Science Research and Methods 7(3):561–578. Publisher:

Cambridge University Press.

25



URL: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/political-science-research-and-

methods/article/how-does-media-influence-social-norms-experimental-evidence-on-the-role-

of-common-knowledge/23D65E06CAB2876B08F12E23CD5C0539

Atkeson, Lonna Rae. 2003. “Not All Cues Are Created Equal: The Conditional Impact of Female

Candidates on Political Engagement.” The Journal of Politics 65(4):1040–1061. Publisher: [The

University of Chicago Press, Southern Political Science Association].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1111/1468-2508.t01-1-00124

Atkeson, Lonna Rae and Nancy Carrillo. 2007. “More is Better: The Influence of Collective

Female Descriptive Representation on External Efficacy.” Politics & Gender 3(1):79–101.

Publisher: Cambridge University Press.

URL: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/more-

is-better-the-influence-of-collective-female-descriptive-representation-on-external-

efficacy/6EBCA26B23E0FD3F837B7061D1999283

Banducci, Susan A., Todd Donovan and Jeffrey A. Karp. 2004. “Minority Representation, Empow-

erment, and Participation.” The Journal of Politics 66(2):534–556. Publisher: [The University

of Chicago Press, Southern Political Science Association].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1111/j.1468-2508.2004.00163.x

Barnes, Tiffany D. and Stephanie M. Burchard. 2013. ““Engendering” Politics: The Impact of

Descriptive Representation on Women’s Political Engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Com-

parative Political Studies 46(7):767–790. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414012463884

Bhalotra, Sonia, Emilia Brito, Damian Clarke, Pilar Larroulet and Francisco Pino. 2024. “Dynamic

Impacts of Lockdown on Domestic Violence: Evidence from Multiple Policy Shifts in Chile.”

The Review of Economics and Statistics pp. 1–29.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1162/resta01412

26



Bhalotra, Sonia and Irma Clots-Figueras. 2014. “Health and the political agency of women.”

American Economic Journal: Economic Policy 6(2):164–197.

Bobadilla, Ronal Wilfredo Arela and Gustavo Alfredo Riesco Lind. 2019. “Are women mayors

more effective in reducing the crime rate? Sharp regression discontinuity evidence from Peru.”

Illustro 10:82–94.

URL: https://revistas.ucsp.edu.pe/index.php/illustro/article/view/1203

Bratton, Kathleen A. and Leonard P. Ray. 2002. “Descriptive Representation, Policy Out-

comes, and Municipal Day-Care Coverage in Norway.” American Journal of Political Science

46(2):428–437. Publisher: [Midwest Political Science Association, Wiley].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3088386

Callaway, Brantly and Pedro HC Sant’Anna. 2020. “Difference-in-differences with multiple time

periods.” Journal of Econometrics .

Chattopadhyay, Raghabendra and Esther Duflo. 2004. “Women as Policy Makers: Evidence from

a Randomized Policy Experiment in India.” Econometrica 72(5):1409–1443. Publisher: [Wiley,

Econometric Society].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3598894

Childs, Sarah. 2006. “The Complicated Relationship between Sex, Gender and the Substantive

Representation of Women.” European Journal of Women’s Studies 13(1):7–21. Publisher: SAGE

Publications Ltd.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/1350506806060003

Cooperativa. 2023. “Ronda masiva de Carabineros terminó con 912 detenidos en todo Chile.”.

URL: https://cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/seguridad-ciudadana/planes-

antidelincuencia/ronda-masiva-de-carabineros-termino-con-912-detenidos-en-todo-

chile/2023-07-28/101041.html

27



Courtemanche, Marie and Joanne Connor Green. 2017. “The influence of women legislators on

state health care spending for the poor.” Social Sciences 6(2):40.

Córdova, Abby and Helen Kras. 2020. “Addressing Violence Against Women: The Effect of

Women’s Police Stations on Police Legitimacy.” Comparative Political Studies 53(5):775–808.

Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414019879959

Dovi, Suzanne. 2002. “Preferable Descriptive Representatives: Will Just Any Woman, Black,

or Latino Do?” American Political Science Review 96(4):729–743. Publisher: Cambridge

University Press.

URL: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-

review/article/abs/preferable-descriptive-representatives-will-just-any-woman-black-or-

latino-do/E51FE128924DC182F82F6AB626EDABD8

(DW), Deutsche Welle. 2023. “German government to promote ’feminist foreign policy’.”.

URL: https://www.dw.com/en/german-government-to-promote-feminist-foreign-policy/a-

64855031

Emilia Ríos (RD) condena “brutal agresión” de Carlos Ruiz contra su pareja. 2023. La Tercera .

Section: Nacional.

URL: https://www.latercera.com/nacional/noticia/emilia-rios-rd-condena-brutal-agresion-de-

carlos-ruiz-contra-su-pareja/MVIJ35DZYVGOPOIAPCCM4UCGHE/

Erikson, Robert S, Gerald C Wright and John P McIver. 1993. Statehouse democracy: Public

opinion and policy in the American states. Cambridge University Press.

Esarey, Justin and Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer. 2019. “Estimating Causal Relationships Be-

tween Women’s Representation in Government and Corruption.” Comparative Political Studies

52(11):1713–1741. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414019830744

28



Escobar-Lemmon, Maria C. and Kendall D. Funk. 2017. Women’s Representation in Subnational

Government: Replicating National Institutions or Forging a Unique Path. In Gender and Repre-

sentation in Latin America, ed. Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer. Oxford University Press pp. 99–119.

Escobar-Lemmon, Maria C and Kendall D Funk. 2018. “Women’s representation in subnational

governments.” Gender and representation in Latin America pp. 99–120.

Europe, Free. 2023. “Intimate relationship entered domestic violence law, but only between "male

and female".”.

URL: https://www.svobodnaevropa.bg/a/intimna-vrazka-priet-zakon-zashtita-domashno-

nasilie/32537329.html

Franceschet, Susan. 2010. “Explaining Domestic Violence Policy Outcomes in Chile and Ar-

gentina.” Latin American Politics and Society 52(3):1–29. Publisher: [University of Miami,

Wiley, Center for Latin American Studies at the University of Miami].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/40925584

Funk, Kendall D. and Andrew Q. Philips. 2019. “Representative Budgeting: Women Mayors and

the Composition of Spending in Local Governments.” Political Research Quarterly 72(1):19–

33. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912918775237

Funk, Kendall D., Thiago Silva and Maria C. Escobar-Lemmon. 2019. “Leading to-

ward equality: the effect of women mayors on gender equality in local bureaucra-

cies.” Politics, Groups, and Identities 7(3):554–573. Publisher: Routledge _eprint:

https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2017.1403932.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2017.1403932

Gay, Claudine. 2002. “Spirals of Trust? The Effect of Descriptive Representation on the Re-

lationship between Citizens and Their Government.” American Journal of Political Science

29



46(4):717–732. Publisher: [Midwest Political Science Association, Wiley].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3088429

Gockel, Isabella. N.d. “Penny Wong as a Symbol for Minorities and the Marginalised.”.

URL: https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/penny-wong-as-a-symbol-for-

minorities-and-the-marginalised/

Green, Donald P., Anna M. Wilke and Jasper Cooper. 2020. “Countering Violence Against Women

by Encouraging Disclosure: A Mass Media Experiment in Rural Uganda.” Comparative Politi-

cal Studies 53(14):2283–2320. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414020912275

Hearn, Jeff, Sofia Strid, Liisa Husu and Mieke Verloo. 2016. “Interrogating violence against

women and state violence policy: Gendered intersectionalities and the quality of policy in The

Netherlands, Sweden and the UK.” Current Sociology 64(4):551–567. Publisher: SAGE Publi-

cations Ltd.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392116639220

Hinojosa, Magda and Susan Franceschet. 2012a. “Separate but Not Equal: The Effects of Mu-

nicipal Electoral Reform on Female Representation in Chile.” Political Research Quarterly

65(4):758–770.

URL: http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?scp=84868616551partnerID=8YFLogxK

Hinojosa, Magda and Susan Franceschet. 2012b. “Separate but not equal: The effects of municipal

electoral reform on female representation in Chile.” Political Research Quarterly 65(4):758–

770.

Holman, Mirya R. 2017. “Women in Local Government: What We Know and Where We Go from

Here.” State and Local Government Review 49(4):285–296. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0160323X17732608

30



Jiang, Xinhui and Yunyun Zhou. 2022. “Coalition-Based Gender Lobbying: Revisiting

Women’s Substantive Representation in China’s Authoritarian Governance.” Politics & Gender

18(4):978–1010. Publisher: Cambridge University Press.

URL: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/coalitionbased-

gender-lobbying-revisiting-womens-substantive-representation-in-chinas-authoritarian-

governance/51827A57737283FA961A8AE7D2782E13

Kao, Kristen, Ellen Lust, Marwa Shalaby and Chagai Weiss. 2022. “Female Representation in

Legislative Committees and Perceptions of Legitimacy: Evidence from a Harmonized Experi-

ment in Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia.”.

URL: https://preprints.apsanet.org/engage/apsa/article-details/635d46f6aca198194bea7d98

Kishi, Roudabeh. 2021. “Violence Targeting Women in Politics: Trends in Targets, Types, and

Perpetrators of Political Violence.”.

URL: https://acleddata.com/2021/12/08/violence-targeting-women-in-politics-trends-in-

targets-types-and-perpetrators-of-political-violence/

Kittilson, Miki Caul and Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer. 2012. The Gendered Effects of Electoral

Institutions: Political Engagement and Participation. Oxford University Press. Google-Books-

ID: pABREAAAQBAJ.

Koos, Carlo and Summer Lindsey. 2022. “Wartime Sexual Violence, Social Stigmatization and

Humanitarian Aid: Survey Evidence from eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.” Journal of

Conflict Resolution 66(6):1037–1065. Publisher: SAGE Publications Inc.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/00220027211064259

Lindsey, Summer. 2022. “Conflict, Protection, and Punishment: Repercussions of Violence

in Eastern DR Congo.” American Journal of Political Science 66(1):187–204. _eprint:

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/ajps.12637.

URL: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ajps.12637

31



Mackay, Fiona. 2010. “Gendering constitutional change and policy outcomes: substantive repre-

sentation and domestic violence policy in Scotland.” Policy & Politics 38(3):369–388. Publisher:

Policy Press Section: Policy & Politics.

URL: https://bristoluniversitypressdigital.com/view/journals/pp/38/3/article-p369.xml

Mansbridge, Jane. 1999. “Should Blacks Represent Blacks and Women Represent Women? A

Contingent "Yes".” The Journal of Politics 61(3):628–657. Publisher: [University of Chicago

Press, Southern Political Science Association].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2647821

Meier, Kenneth J. and Jill Nicholson-Crotty. 2006. “Gender, Representative Bureaucracy, and

Law Enforcement: The Case of Sexual Assault.” Public Administration Review 66(6):850–860.

_eprint: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2006.00653.x.

URL: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-6210.2006.00653.x

Mittal, Shalini and Tushar Singh. 2020. “Gender-Based Violence During COVID-19 Pandemic: A

Mini-Review.” Frontiers in Global Women’s Health 1. Publisher: Frontiers.

URL: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fgwh.2020.00004

Nations, United. 2023. “Facts and figures: Women’s leadership and political participation | What

we do | UN Women – Headquarters.”.

URL: https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-

and-figures

NCADV. 2023.

URL: https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS

O’Brien, Diana Z. and Jennifer M. Piscopo. 2019. The Impact of Women’s Political Presence. In

Handbook of Women’s Political Rights, ed. Susan Franceschet, Mona Lena Krook and Netina

Tan. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan pp. 53–72.

32



Piscopo, Jennifer M. 2014. “Beyond Hearth and Home: Female Legislators, Feminist Policy, and

Substantive Representation in Mexico.” Revista Uruguaya de Ciencia Política 23(spe):87–110.

Publisher: Facultad de Ciencias Sociales-Universidad de la República.

URL: http://www.scielo.edu.uy/scielo.php?script=sciabstract pid = S1688 −

499X2014000200005lng = esnrm = isotlng = es

Piscopo, Jennifer M., Gwynn Thomas, Peter Siavelis and Magda Hinojosa. 2023. “Lessons from

a Late Adopter: Feminist Advocacy, Democratizing Reforms, and Gender Quotas in Chile.”

Journal of Politics in Latin America p. 1866802X231210568. Publisher: SAGE Publications

Ltd.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/1866802X231210568

Piscopo, Jennifer M. and Malliga Och. 2021. “Protecting public health in ad-

verse circumstances: subnational women leaders and feminist policymaking during

COVID-19.” Gender & Development 29(2-3):547–568. Publisher: Routledge _eprint:

https://doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2021.1982481.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1080/13552074.2021.1982481

Pitkin, Hanna F. 1972. The Concept of Representation.

Reingold, Beth and Jessica Harrell. 2010. “The Impact of Descriptive Representation on Women’s

Political Engagement: Does Party Matter?” Political Research Quarterly 63(2):280–294. Pub-

lisher: [University of Utah, Sage Publications, Inc.].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/20721490

Reyes-Housholder, Catherine and Beatriz Roque. 2019. “Chile 2018: desafíos al poder de género

desde la calle hasta La Moneda.” Revista de ciencia política (Santiago) 39(2):191–216.

Saavedra, Trinidad, Manuel Contreras Urbina and Gabriela Inchauste. 2022. “Intimate Partner

Violence against Women: Prevalence, Formal Reporting, and Risk Factors in Chile.”.

URL: https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=4554007

33



Sances, Michael W. and Hye Young You. 2017. “Who Pays for Government? Descriptive Rep-

resentation and Exploitative Revenue Sources.” The Journal of Politics 79(3):1090–1094. Pub-

lisher: The University of Chicago Press.

URL: https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/691354

Schwindt-Bayer, Leslie A. 2006. “Still Supermadres? Gender and the Policy Priorities of Latin

American Legislators.” American Journal of Political Science 50(3):570–585. Publisher: [Mid-

west Political Science Association, Wiley].

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3694235

Schwindt-Bayer, Leslie A. and Catherine Reyes-Housholder. 2017. “Citizen responses to female

executives: is it sex, novelty or both?” Politics, Groups, and Identities 5(3):373–398. Publisher:

Routledge _eprint: https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2017.1283238.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2017.1283238

Severino, Fernando and Giancarlo Visconti. 2023. “Immigration shocks and unfounded concerns

about crime: Evidence from haitian migration to chile.” Journal of Politics .

Suarez-Cao, Julieta. 2021. “Reconstructing legitimacy after crisis: The Chilean path to a new

constitution.” Hague Journal on the Rule of Law 13:253–264.

Taylor-Robinson, Michelle M. and Roseanna Michelle Heath. 2003. “Do Women Legislators Have

Different Policy Priorities than Their Male Colleagues?” Women & Politics 24(4):77–101. Pub-

lisher: Routledge _eprint: https://doi.org/10.1300/J014v24n04_04.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1300/J014v24n0404

Tripp, Aili. 2023. “The Instrumentalization of Women Opposition Leaders for Authoritarian

Regime Entrenchment: The Case of Uganda.” Politics and Governance 11.

Ulbig, Stacy G. 2007. “Gendering Municipal Government: Female Descriptive Representa-

tion and Feelings of Political Trust*.” Social Science Quarterly 88(5):1106–1123. _eprint:

34



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1540-6237.2007.00494.x.

URL: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-6237.2007.00494.x

Vega, Arturo and Juanita M. Firestone. 1995. “The Effects of Gender on Congressional Behavior

and the Substantive Representation of Women.” Legislative Studies Quarterly 20:213.

Wängnerud, Lena. 2009. “Women in parliaments: Descriptive and substantive representation.”

Annual Review of Political Science 12:51–69.

Wen, Jinglin. 2021. Female Mayors and Violence Against Women: Evidence from the U.S.

Woman asked Carabineros for help by pretending to buy empanadas after being a victim of

domestic violence in Antofagasta. 2022.

URL: https://www.lacuarta.com/cronica/noticia/mujer-pidio-ayuda-a-carabineros-

simulando-comprar-empanadas-tras-ser-victima-de-violencia-intrafamiliar-en-

antofagasta/EG6I5IH6KRE2JBNTH4OYMSRZGU/

Women’s Alert Program against domestic violence. 2023.

URL: https://www.pintana.cl/?p=6816

WUNC. 2023. “Lumberton woman’s death prompts new domestic violence legislation.”. Section:

Politics.

URL: https://www.wunc.org/politics/2023-03-21/lumberton-kayla-hammonds-death-domestic-

violence-legislation-nc

Wängnerud, Lena. 2009. “Women in Parliaments: Descriptive and Substan-

tive Representation.” Annual Review of Political Science 12(1):51–69. _eprint:

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.053106.123839.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.053106.123839

Young, Iris Marion. 2002. Inclusion and Democracy. Oxford University Press.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1093/0198297556.001.0001

35



Zingher, Joshua N and Benjamin Farrer. 2016. “The electoral effects of the descriptive representa-

tion of ethnic minority groups in Australia and the UK.” Party Politics 22(6):691–704. Publisher:

SAGE Publications Ltd.

URL: https://doi.org/10.1177/1354068814556895

36


	Introduction
	Theoretical Framework
	Understanding Gender-Based Violence
	Descriptive Representation
	Substantive Representation

	The Case of Chile
	Research Design
	Results: Difference-in-Differences
	Causal Mechanisms
	Survey Evidence
	Security Plans
	Community and Health Outcomes

	Conclusion

